SCENIC   AND   OTHER  FEATURES              Ip
he is physician and friend. Even burials are not without
his province, while the birth of twins has to be hallowed by
his knowledge if not by his actual presence. Thus is the
planter a man endowed with much unofficial prerogative,
and my observation confirmed my belief that he exercises it
with humanity and judgment. He may drink a bottle a day,
but whisky as a medicine against loneliness is not infrequently
associated with a sound if pioneering common sense.
The Brahmaputra was a wide gulf of bleaching stones.
Down the middle ran a silent serpent of water. It was the
height of the dry season and the river was at its lowest. I was
told that when the rains come in June it lips both banks and
frequently spills over. On its right bank, far off, glistened
snowpowdered mountains The old natives of Assam used
to worship these mountains. To them were attributed all
sorts of powers and plagues. If the jungle took fire and burned
up a few villages and their crops the smite of the mountains
was traced. Should the river remain small in monsoon storms
men turned faces of imploring distress to them, and when cholera
and smallpox sent strangling fingers across the land, prayers
and devils-dances were organised to make the mountains relent.
Half Assam seems to be waiting the hand of the cultivator.
It is but sparsely populated and indifferently cultivated.
Since the whole of India is but half developed, however, why
concentrate on Assam?
Dibrugarh is built on the flat land along the river bank.
It has the scattered disorderliness of most Indian townships
with an abundance of shading trees. One gets the impression
that land is cheap; bungalows are spacious, with wild unkempt
compounds; walls crumble and roads are dusty. There is a
church and a holy Eastern silence.
North India
In some respects the Punjab is India's most precious
inheritance. It has seen centuries of invading effort fiom as
early as 2,000 B.C. Its principal river is the Indus. Between